
 
 
 
Progression Map for English: Reception Year A 
 

Year A Autumn Wk 1-3 Autumn 1 
Stem Focus 

Autumn 2 
STEM Focus 

Spring 1 
History Focus 

Spring 2 
History Focus 

Summer 1 
Geog. Focus 

Summer 2 
Perf. Arts Focu 

 We Are Artists Windows, Doors  
+ Mirrors (Who’s at 
the door?) 

Windows, Doors  
+ Mirrors 

Far, Far Away 
(Countries) 

Far, Far Away 
(Space + sky) 

Crest of a 
Wave/Guardians 
Of Planet 

Crest of a Wave 
Perf/carnival 

Book 
Focus/Genre 

Familiar environment 
‘The Kissing Hand’ 
‘Starting School’ Alan 
Ahlberg 
‘Billy and the New 
School’ 
‘Grandma’s House’- 
Alice Melvin 

Rhyme + Rhythm: 
‘So Much’- Trish 
Cooke 
 ‘A Squash and A 
squeeze’ -J. 
Donaldson 
‘My Cat Likes To Hide 
in Boxes’ 
Fairy tales: 
Snow White 
Red Riding Hood 

Non-fiction homes + vehicles 
Library service) 
‘We All Go Travelling By’ 
‘The High Street’- Alice 
Melvin 
‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea’ 
‘The Doorbell Rang’ 
Hansel + Gretel, 
‘Harvey Slumfenburger’- John 
Burningham 

Julia Donaldson: 
‘Everywhere Bear’ 
and ‘Paper Dolls’  
‘My Granny Went to 
Market’-Stella 
Blackstone 
‘The Naughty Bus’-Jan 
Oke 
John Burningham 
‘Cloudland’ and ‘The 
Magic Bed’ 
‘Amazing 
Aeroplanes’- Tony 
Mitton 

Non-fiction ‘On the 
Moon’ Anna Milbourne 
‘Zoom, Rocket, Zoom’ 
(Poem) 
Oliver Jeffers ‘How to 
Catch A Star’, ‘The Way 
Back Home’ 
‘Owl Babies’ 
Non-fiction about birds 
(RSPB Guide) 
‘Egg Drop’-Mini Grey 

Tadpole’s Promise 
Fairy tales: The Frog 
Prince, 
Billy Goats Gruff, 
Rhyming text: 
‘Snail and the Whale’ 
Singing Mermaid’-
Julia Donaldson 
‘Dear Greenpeace’-
Simon James 
‘Shark in the Park’ 
 ‘Nature Trail’ B. 
Zephaniah, 
‘Superworm’ ’The 
Giant Jam Sandwich’ 
’Jack + the Beanstalk’ 
‘Hungry Caterpillar’ 

‘Night Pirates’, ‘Pirates 
Next Door’, ‘Noah’s 
Ark’-Lucy Cousins, ‘Mr. 
Gumpy’s Outing’-John 
Burningham 
‘Who sank the Boat’-
Pamela Allen, ‘Mr. Mc 
Gee Goes to Sea’-
Pamela Allen 
‘Tiddler’, 
‘Commotion in the 
Ocean’ 
‘What the Tree Saw’, 
‘The Last Wolf’-Mini 
Grey ‘Somebody 
Swallowed Stanley’ 

Writing, 
Reading 

Recognising name, 
writing name 
Funky fingers 
activities, Talking 
Telephones, 
Dancing songs/circle 
songs 
Listening + clapping 
songs-names,  

Writing name + family 
member’s names 
Spell VC + CVC words 
using magnetic letters 
Mark-making. Learn 
to write phonemes. 
Write initial sounds 
 
 
Write Dance 

Practice spelling HF + CVC 
words using magnetic letters 
Write CVC words + name 
segmenting + blending. 
Write labels, captions, 
shopping lists, speech 
bubbles, letter to Santa 
Pen pals Book 1 

Write captions + 
sentences. 
Form all letters 
correctly. 
Read and spell 2 
syllable words. 
Write letters and 
postcards, lists. 
Label maps. 
Finish sentence 
starters. 
Pen pals Bk 2 

Write simple sentences 
and captions. 
Spell + write more 
complex CVCC and 
CCVC words. 
Write lists to take to 
space, speech bubbles 
of Clangers + aliens. 
Label maps and 
diagrams. 
Pen pals Bk 2 

Spell HF words. 
Write captions and 
sentences. Spell and 
write CCVCC words. 
Learn to write capital 
letters. 
 
Write speech bubbles 
and re-tell stories in 
sentences. 
 
Pen pals Bk 3 

Continue plus: 
 
Introduce capital letter 
and full stops into 
sentences. 
Write own stories under 
photos and pictures. 
Write poems as a group, 
write character 
descriptions 

Phonics, 
SPAG,  

Phase 1 activities: 
Rhyming songs, silly 
soup, action rhymes, 
‘Silly Soup’ ‘Wibbly 
Woo’, ‘What’s in the 
bag?’-hearing sounds 

Phase 2:  
Satp, inmd, gock,  
Ck, e,u,r 
Daily singing 
Tricky words: I, no, 
go, to 

Phase2: 
H, b, f,ff 
L, ll,ss 
Phase 3: j, v, w,x 
Y, z, zz, qu 
Ch, sh,th,ng 
Tricky words: the, into, he, 
we, be, me, she,my,you 

Phase 3-cont.  
Ai,ee,oa,oo, oo 
Igh, or 
Ar, ur, er 
Ow,oi 
Ear, air, ure 
Learn letter names + alphabet order 
Tricky words: was, are, all, her, they 

Phase 4: 
Spelling + Writing 
CVCC, CCVC, CCVCC 
words 
 
Writing captions 
including tricky words 
 

Phase 4: 
Writing captions and 
sentences 
Including tricky words 



HF words: at, as, an, 
and it, in, dad, is, can, 
got, up 

HF words: back, get, big, him, 
his off, mum, had 
 
Learn letter names and 
alphabet song/order 

HF words: will, that, this, them, with, then Reading/writing 2 
syllable words 

 
 
 

 Reception 
Year B 

Autumn Wk 1-3 Autumn 1 
History Focus 

Autumn 2 
History Focus 

Spring 1 
STEM focus 

Spring 2 
STEM focus 

Summer 1 
Geog. focus 

Summer 2 
Perf. Arts 

 We Are Artists Terrific Time 
Travellers 

Terrific Time 
Travellers 

Tales + Teeth Tales + Teeth River Deep  
Mountain High 

River Deep 
Festival or Performance 

Book 
Focus/Genre 

Familiar 
environment 
‘The Kissing Hand’ 
‘Starting School’ 
Alan Ahlberg 
‘Billy and the New 
School’ 
‘Grandma’s House’- 
Alice Melvin 

Stories about Families: ‘ 
So Much’-Trish Cooke 
‘Annie-Rose is My Little 
Sister’-Shirley Hughes 
‘Avocado Baby’ and 
‘Granpa-John 
Burningham 
‘Mog and the Granny—
Judith Kerr 
‘Grandma’s House’-Alice 
Melvin 
Non-fiction books about 
vehicles 

‘Harry and the Dinosaurs 
at the Museum’ 
‘The High Street’-Alice 
Melvin 
‘The Tiger Who came to 
Tea’-Judith Kerr 
‘The Museum of Me’-
Emma Lewis 
‘This is the Bear’-Sarah 
Hayes,  
Nativity Story 

Fairy tales: ‘The 
Three Pigs’, ‘Red 
Riding Hood’, ‘The 
Three Billy Goats 
Gruff’ 
‘Wolves’-Emily 
Gravett 
‘Little Red’- Bethan 
Woolvin 
‘The Story Tree’-Hugh 
Lupton 
‘Mr Wolf’s Week-
Colin Hawkins 
‘Good Little Wolf’-
Nadia Shireen 

Fairy tales: ‘Hansel 
and Gretel’, 
‘Rapunzel’-Beth 
Woollvin + traditional 
versions 
‘Little Evie in the Wild 
Wood’-Jackie Morris 
Non-fiction Owls and 
birds 
‘Owl Babies’-Martin 
Waddell 
‘Egg Drop’-Mini Grey 
Goodnight Owl 

‘Tadpole’s 
promise’-Jeanne 
Willis,  
‘One Duck Stuck’-
Phyllis Root 
 ‘The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar’, ‘The 
Very Busy Spider’ -
Eric Carle 
Fairy tales: The 
Frog Prince’, ‘Jack 
and the Beanstalk’ 

Fairy tales: ‘The 
Princess and the Pea’, 
‘The Enormous Turnip’, 
‘Town Mouse Country 
Mouse’ 
‘The Gigantic Turnip’-
Alesxi Tolstoy 
‘The Great Pet Sale’- 
Nick Butterworth 
Rhythm + Rhyme: 
‘Snail and the Whale’, 
‘Commotion in the 
Ocean’, ‘Mr. McGee 
Goes to Sea’ Animal 
Poems 
‘Night Pirates’ 

Writing, 
Reading 

Recognising name, 
writing name 
Funky fingers 
activities, Talking 
Telephones, 
Dancing 
songs/circle songs 
Listening + clapping 
songs-names,  

Writing name  
Spell VC + CVC words 
using magnetic letters 
Mark-making. Learn to 
write phonemes. Write 
initial sounds 
 
 
Write Dance 

Practice spelling HF + CVC 
words using magnetic 
letters 
Write CVC words + name 
segmenting + blending. 
Write labels, captions, 
shopping lists, speech 
bubbles, 
Pen pals Book 1 
Intro. Helicopter Stories 

Write captions + 
sentences. 
Form all letters 
correctly. 
Write letters and 
postcards, lists. 
Label maps. 
Pen pals Bk 2 

Write simple 
sentences and 
captions. 
Spell + write more 
complex CVCC and 
CCVC words. 
Write lists to take to 
space, speech 
bubbles of Clangers + 
aliens. 
Label maps and 
diagrams. 
Pen pals Bk 2 

Spell HF words. 
Write captions and 
sentences. Spell 
and write CCVCC 
words. Read and 
spell 2 syllable 
words. 
Learn to write 
capital letters. 
Write speech 
bubbles and re-tell 
stories in 
sentences. 
Pen pals Bk 3 

Continue plus: 
 
Introduce capital letter 
and full stops into 
sentences. 
Write own stories 
under photos and 
pictures. 
Write poems as a 
group, write character  
Helicopter Stories 

Phonics, SPAG Phase 1 activities: 
Rhyming songs, silly 
soup, action 
rhymes, 

Phase 2:  
Satp, inmd, gock,  
Ck,e,u,r 
Daily singing 
Tricky words: I, no, go, to 

Phase2: 
H,b,f,ffL,ll,ss 
Phase 3: j,v,w,x 
Y,z,zz,qu 
Ch,sh,th,ng 

Phase 3-cont.  
 Ai,ee,oa,oo, oo 
Igh, or 
Ar, ur, er 
Ow,oi 

Phase 4: 
Spelling + Writing 
CVCC, CCVC, CCVCC 
words 

Phase 4: 
Writing captions and 
sentences 
Including tricky words 



‘Silly Soup’ ‘Wibbly 
Woo’, ‘What’s in 
the bag?’-hearing 
sounds 

HF words: at, as, an, and 
it, in, dad, is, can, got, up 

Tricky words: the, into, 
he we be me she my you 
HF words: back, get, big, 
him, his off, mum, had 
 
Learn letter names and 
alphabet song 

Ear, air, ure 
Learn letter names + alphabet song/order 
Tricky words: was, are, all, her, they 
HF words: will, that, this, them, with, then 
 

Reading/writing 2 
syllable words 
 

 


