
RODE AND NORTON ST PHILIP SCHOOL FEDERATION: NEWSLETTER 11 
19th November 2020 

rodeandnortonschoolfederation.co.uk  
  
 

Rode Early Bird and Stay and Play Team  
bookingsatrodeandnorton@gmail.com   

OFSTED Registration: EY489041  

 

 

 
 

A SNAPSHOT OF PADDINGTON CLASS 
On Monday morning of this week, Paddington class continued our 'Drama into writing ' 
focus and the children used their imaginations to 'morph' into the various characters from 
The Gruffalo. Julia Donaldson herself would have been amazed by the variety of character 
voices and expressions created by the children. We discovered that 'Freeze framing' is an 
excellent activity to help us create speech for our script. Next, we read scripts and became 
'Punctuation detectives' and discovered new powerful punctuation for us to use in our script 
writing and retelling writing next week. The discovery of 3 dots in a sentence was a real 
conversation starter and now the children all know what an 'elipses' is and they all want to 
include it within their writing as soon as possible! But for now...we will concentrate on 
remembering a full stop at the end of a sentence! 
In maths the children have shown great resilience and perseverance this week working 
extremely hard to learn a new strategy (bridging 10 when adding and subtracting) Everyone 
stretched their individual learning and accepted some tricky challenges. Marvellous mistake 
stickers were accepted with joy as all were very proud of themselves for having a go! 
In art we have used our creative minds to design beautiful birds that Alice might encounter 
in Wonderland, then we manipulated clay, scrunched, tore and twisted tissue paper and 
now our Wonderland birds are nearly complete. We can't wait to display them around the 
school before they flutter their stunning wings Homewood bound with the children. 
In DT the children will be investigating bag design with Mrs Opie so that they can design a 
bag for Alice to take with her into Wonderland and in science they will be investigating and 
selecting different materials that would be appropriate for their design. 
In ICT the children will be learning how to programme a 'LightBot' so watch out for 
command sentences coming your way!! 
 

INDIVIDUAL PUPIL PHOTOGRAPHS 
The deadline for return of orders for your child’s school photograph is Thursday 19th 
November 

 

DATA CHECKING SHEETS  
We will be sending home data checking sheets for you to check the details we hold about 
you and your child. Please return your data checking sheets by Friday 20th November. 
Please sign & return your forms even if you have no amendments. Thank you.  
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FRANS NEWS 
Calendar 
Our finished calendars have arrived from the printers and in line with other charity 
calendars are competitively priced at £7.50. They contain images created by all the children 
in our five classes and some local photos of both villages. Calendars are available from Rode 
Post Office from today and we hope to sell them after school at each site in the next few 
weeks using our new contactless card reader. 
Many thanks to all the local businesses that have sponsored each page and to Brandon 
Quentin-Hicks who has donated so much of his time and resources to this project. 
 
Fund raising via AmazonSmile 
Parents and Carers can support FRANS fund raising by simply shopping 
at smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1070284-0 or with AmazonSmile on in the Amazon Shopping app. 
AmazonSmile donates to Friends of Rode and Norton Schools at no extra cost. 
 

 
Carolyn Tommey and Georgina Muxworthy 
Executive Head Teacher and Acting Head (Mondays)  
Rode and Norton St Philip School Federation 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

NATIVITY POSADA 2020 
In our parish we have a tradition of two Posada boxes that go on their travels from 1st 
December to 24th December around Norton St. Philip (and surrounding villages) and Rode 
(and surrounding villages) when they arrive at the family crib services at St. Philip and St. 
James NSP and at St. Lawrence Rode where they are a central feature of the crib services. 
This year we have two new Posada boxes, which are COVID-19 safe as all the items are 
wooden and therefore washable and are ready for families to look after for a day starting 
1st December. We unfortunately will not be able to have our crib services this year due to 
COVID-19 restrictions but I have other online Christmas events that your family can take 
part in which I will let you know about by 1st Dec. 
Las Posadas is a Christmas festival originating in Latin America that dramatizes the search of 
Joseph and Mary for lodgings in Bethlehem. Posada is the Spanish word for ‘inn’. 
WHAT DO WE DO? 
Families sign up to look after the Posada Box for one day and night. In the Posada Box is the 
Holy Family and animals and the Nativity story in a wipeable folder and a Posada prayer. In 
the lid of the box are the details of which family has the box on which night with their 
address and mobile number (this is with their permission) and they take responsibility to 
pass the box to the next family. The families are asked to put the Holy Family in a window of 
their house for others to see. 
Would your family like to be part of this lovely Christmas tradition? I have a few dates left 
for both the NSP and Rode Posada boxes. I will need your mobile number for the Posada 
lists, as this is the easiest way for myself and the Posada families to be able to contact each 
other. I do need to know by Wednesday 25th November if you would like to take part. 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/gp/f.html?C=2VU7EQUPB3HNX&K=WN2F3S6G40VU&M=urn:rtn:msg:2020111613194795f617ef8d244d5ea3c65cdcbca0p0eu&R=GKJ3TBYBKJY0&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2FSMILE.AMAZON.CO.UK%2Fch%2F1070284-0%3Fref%3Dorg_em_bf20_cl2_csmi&H=IXO4IXMXUMCAZEBL40UGZ59RKIMA


Please contact me on 01373 812766 and leave a name and contact phone number on my 
answering machine and I will get back to asap. 
Many Thanks 
Sue Rodford 
Hardington Vale Children and Family Worker 

 
 
 

 
 


